Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 11, 2013, at the Rockland Town Hall

1712 Bob-Be Jan Road, De Pere

Called to order by Chairman Hutjens at 8:03 p.m.

Adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Present were Chairman Frank Hutjens, Steve Gander, Edwin Schuh, and Kay Remmel.   Also present were Rob Servais, Rob Gerbers, Mary Ann & Richard Sharkey.

Call to Order
Chairman Hutjens called the meeting to order and presented the agenda.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting had been properly noticed and published.
Approval of Minutes

All members had received and reviewed the minutes from May 16, 2013, Board of Appeals meeting.
M/M by Kay Remmel to approve the minutes as read; Ed Schuh seconded.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 4-0.
Request for Variance by Kelly & Rob Servais- Parcel #R-1-2
Applicant, Rob Servais, presented his request for a variance to build an additional 12’ x 30’ onto his existing 30’ x 40’ garage.  This request exceeds the Rockland COO Sec. 18-01.09(C) (4) maximum square footage for an accessory building in the R-2 District by 160 square feet.  Applicant informed the Board that the addition was being used to store items that are currently outside an enclosed building and to replace a 30 year old shed (10’ x 12”) that needs to be torn down.  Applicant stated that the items in the old shed along with items being stored outside the current garage would be stored in the new addition and would create a more aesthetically pleasing appearance to the neighborhood.
Richard and Mary Ann Sharkey, property owners to the north, appeared and stated they had no objection to the addition.

The Board informed Applicant that due to the fact that the addition was being built within 300 feet of a navigable waterway, he would be required to obtain a Shoreland Use Permit from Brown County Planning Department.
After discussion, the Board found that due to the location of the 30 year old existing structure that needs to be torn down, a hardship existed. The Board also found that the variance would not harm the public interest.  The neighbors to the north supported the addition.  Additionally, in tearing down the older shed, the addition created a more aesthetically pleasing appearance to the neighborhood and allowed the items being stored outside to be stored inside.  The addition will also bring the lot into conformance with the Rockland COO by tearing down the older second structure and thereby creating a lot with only one accessory building on the property.   Finally, the Board found that an unnecessary hardship was present because Applicant did not have a garage to store the items and in order to meet the requirements of the ordinance Applicant could either add on to the existing accessory structure or build a garage onto his existing home.  
M/M by Steve Gnder to approve the variance contingent upon Servais obtaining a Shoreland Use Permit from Brown County and Applicant tearing down the gray shed/outbuilding within 30 days of completing the addition; seconded by Ed Schuh.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 4-0. 
 M/M by Kay Remmel to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Ed Schuh.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 4-0.   
Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Jann Charette
Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Board of Appeals on   

Frank Hutjens
Chairman

