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PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes from Thursday, March 28, 2013 

Bob Coenen called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  All members were present including Deputy Clerk, Jann Charette.  Bob Gerbers and Dennis Cashman were also present.  Vicky Van Vonderen verified that the meeting was properly noticed.

Bob Coenen presented the agenda.  Deputy Clerk Charette read minutes from February 26, 2013, meeting.
M/M by Randy Hansen to approve the minutes from February 26, 2013 as read; seconded by Terry Vertz.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

CSM: Tetzlaff R-275

Applicants Duane and Lynda Tetzlaff provided CSM to commission.  Bob Coenen explained to Tetlaff’s that no formal action could be taken on CSM R-275 due to the fact that the legal description and restrictive covenants on sheets 2 & 3 do not coincide with the CSM on sheet 1.  He explained that there must have been some mix up by Steve Zeitler, the surveyor.  Vicky Van Vonderen recommended that the map be treated as a preliminary so that the commission could provide input on the CSM and the applicants could return in April with a revised CSM.

Randy Hansen recommended that the CSM be revised to add additional survey points at the narrowest point on lots 2, 3 & 4 so that setbacks can be properly determined.  Vicky Van Vonderen indicated that there was a navigable stream not shown on the CSM.  Bob Coenen recommended that both drainage easements and contours be listed on the CSM as well.  Tetzlaffs should return to April 23, 2013, meeting with an updated and accurate CSM.

WIND SITING RULES

Glen Schwalbach explained that there are a number of bills floating around in the state Senate and Assembly but nothing has been finalized.

WIND SITING ORDINANCE REVIEW

The commission reviewed the January 17, 2013, draft of Wind Siting Ordinance.  It discussed the number of studies that have been done and what effect future studies would have on the effectiveness of the ordinance.  No final decision was made on that issue.  Randy Hansen asked that the draft ordinance be revised for next month’s meeting to include impact fees, severability clause and application checklist.

NOISE ORDINANCE

Vicky Van Vonderen researched what neighboring municipalities were charging for violations of their ordinances and explained they vary from $50 and up.  She referred to Rockland’s 01-01.10 General Penalty section which indicates that a first offense is subject to a forfeiture of not more than $500 plus costs and a second of not more than $1,000 plus costs and stated that the ordinance could just follow this current provision.  The Commission recommended that draft ordinance be revised to follow the current forfeiture section of the General Penalty section.  The ordinance also needs to be revised to remove the comma after “permitted” on page 2, Section G.  Vicky Van Vonderen to revise draft and add schedule based on ordinance.

SCHEDULE OF DEPOSITS AND FINES FOR MUNICIPAL COURT/SHERIFF’S DEPT

Tabled.  No meeting has been conducted to report on.

WLI PROCESS UPDATE

Vicky Van Vonderen provided draft Working Lands Initiative Ordinance to members and explained the process that will take place over the next nine months.  

Vicky Van Vonderen motioned to review and discuss at next meeting; Lee Anderson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DISTRIBUTION OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Commission recommended that any future correspondence from Brown County Planning Commission be scanned and e-mailed to members.

Bob Gerbers shared with members that Brown County Court recently issued a decision that affected parcel 405.  The court divided 405 into 405-1 and 405-2.  The bank owns 405-1, which is for sale by Micoley and Company; Judy Morgan owns 405-2.  Gerbers expressed concerns regarding the size of the parcels which are less than an acre and creating a nonconforming lot.  He also noted the mound system on 405-1 is located on the property line and the septic system is in violation of state and county requirements.  The question arose as to whether a letter should be drafted to inform the court of the consequences of its decision.  No formal action taken.

FUTURE MEETINGS 

The Planning Commission will meet on April 23, 2013, and May 23, 2013, at 7 PM at the Rockland Town Hall.
PUBLIC INPUT FOR WHICH NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN
None

M/M by Randy Hansen to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Vicky Van Vonderen.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Jann B. Charette, Deputy Clerk
Minutes approved as written/with corrections (strike one) by Bob Coenen, President of the Rockland Planning Commission on April 23, 2013.

Bob Coenen, President, Planning Commission Chairman
4/23/2013 12:05 PM
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