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PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes from Wednesday, July 17, 2013 

Chairman Coenen called the meeting to order at 6:59 p.m.  Terry Vertz was excused from the meeting.  All other members were in attendance.  Bob Gerbers, Dennis Cashman, Lawrence Swiertz, Dan & Tracy Leick, and Rick McCutchin were also present.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting was properly noticed.  Chairman Coenen then presented the agenda.
Clerk Charette read the minutes from June 18, 2013, meeting.
M/M by Lee Anderson to approve the June 18, 2013, meeting minutes as read; seconded by Glen Schwalbach.  Motion passed by voice vote 6-0.

D&T LEICK PROPERTIES, LLC, REQUEST FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, PARCEL R-100-1
Applicants, Dan & Tracy Leick, along with their tenant, Lawrence Swiertz, appeared before the Commission to request that a conditional use permit be granted on Parcel R-100-1 to allow outside sales and rental on such property.  Mr. Swiertz explained that he will be renting the property from Leick and would like to sell trailers and parts and accessories as well as rent U-Haul trucks and dump trailers to the public.  Mr. Swiertz stated that the property would be for sales only and would not be having a service facility on the property.  Any servicing provided would be consummate to the sale.  Hours of operation would be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday with possibly some Saturday and Sunday hours.  Applicants explained that the building to be rented includes appropriate bathrooms and handicap accessibility.
The Commission reviewed Chapter 18-04.16- Temporary Signs and informed Applicants and Tenant that a banner would not be allowed for more than 14 days.  Section 18.04.14 C- Signs Allowed in the I-1 District- was discussed and explained to Applicants/Tenant by Bob Gerbers.  Mr. Gerbers explained that a sign permit costs $1.00/square foot. 
Clerk Charette explained that the conditional use permit will follow the use of the property.  Once the use changes from the original conditional use permit, the permit terminates and the Applicants would need to reapply for a new permit if the use did not fall under a permitted use.

After further discussion on setbacks from property line, green space, parking, and fire accessibility requirements, the Planning Commission recommended the following:

M/M by Vicky Van Vonderen to recommend to the Town Board that a conditional use permit be granted on Parcel R-100-1 to D&T Lieck Properties, LLC, for the outdoor sales  of new trailers, parts and accessories, and the rental of U-Haul trucks and dump trailers with the following conditions: 1)  Any service done on the property must be related to the consummation of the sale or rental only; 2) Applicant must obtain a Sign Permit from Town of Rockland prior to sign being posted on the property; 3) Applicant must obtain a DNR permit if required; 4) Use of property must comply with all local, county and state regulations; 5) Conditional use permit allowed for a term of two years from date of approval from Town Board.  Permit to be reviewed by Town Board two years from date of approval with no additional cost to Applicant; seconded by Lee Anderson.  Motion passed by voice vote 5-0 with Glen Schwalbach abstaining.
RICK & BRENDA MCCUTCHIN REQUEST FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR PARCEL R-440-18
Applicant, Rick McCuthin appeared before the Commission to request an after-the-fact conditional use permit for a man-made pond, approximately ¼ acre in size, depth of 12 feet and filled by ground water which was constructed on a low spot on the property in 2006.  Currently, there is no outlet on the pond but Applicant desires to install a 4” drain line which would go straight west into the ditch.  Applicant built the pond with the understanding that DNR approval was not necessary because his property was not within 500 feet of a navigable waterway.  Applicant stated that he was not aware that a permit was required by the Town of Rockland.  There is no home on the property but Applicant intends to construct one in the future.
After the DNR became aware of the pond in 2012, an after-the-fact permit was sought from and granted by them in April 2013.  The Commission reviewed Sec. 18-07.00, Rockland Code of Ordinances with Applicant and discussed the requirements for a site plan specifying the design standards and need for a maintenance agreement.  A copy of this section of the ordinance was provided to Applicant.  Applicant informed the Commission that these plans were done for the DNR permit but he did not bring them along for the Commission.
There was some discussion regarding flooding on the property and the natural flow of water from the property.  It was recommended that Applicant contact the Corp of Engineers for advice on proper drainage and to determine whether their approval was necessary per the requirements of the DNR permit.  It also was noted that the Rockland Code of Ordinances required a minimum outflow pipe of not less than 8 inches in diameter. 
Due to the fact that the Commission did not receive the necessary documentation prior to or at the meeting, it recommended that action on this permit be tabled until Applicant can return with the following information:  1)  A new Conditional Use Permit application; 2) A site plan and topographical map meeting the design standards of Chapter 18-07.00, which at a minimum, denotes appropriate setback requirements, contours, and location of outflow pipe not less than 8” in diameter; 3) Maintenance Agreement; 4)  Approval from all appropriate agencies, including the Corp of Engineers, DNR, Brown County, if necessary.  
M/M by Randy Hansen to table the McCutchin Conditional Use Permit application for a pond on Parcel R-440-18 until Applicant can return with all documentation required under Chapter 18-07.00, Rockland Code of Ordinances; seconded by Lee Anderson.  Motion passed by voice vote 5-0 with Glen Schwalbach abstaining.
PRELIMINARY DRAFT- CHAPTER 18-01.23-AGRICULTURAL-FARMLAND PRESERVATION (AG-FP) ZONING ORDINANCE
Vicky Van Vonderen explained that this ordinance is for informational purposes only.  The Planning Commission had approved that this be sent to the Town Board at a prior meeting.  This draft will be provided to DATCP with the revised zoning map for preliminary approval.  It will then proceed to the Town Board if DATCP approves.

COMPREHENSIVE REZONE MAP OF TOWN OF ROCKLAND- WORKING LANDS INIATIVE CHANGES

The Commission reviewed the proposed rezoning map that Brown County Planning provided for the purpose of changes being made under the Working Lands Initiative.  Vicky Van Vonderen explained that per the rezoning map, the Agricultural Transition Overlay will no longer exist and Exclusive Agricultural zones now will either be participating (EA) or non-participating (NPWLI).  After review, the Commission found that certain parcels were not rezoned correctly.  Vicky Van Vonderen will inform Brown County of such changes so that a corrected map can be created and sent on to the Town Board.  
M/M by Randy Hansen to send corrected Town of Rockland rezoning map to Town Board for approval; seconded by Lee Anderson.  Motion passed by voice vote 5-0 with Glen Schwalbach abstaining.

AGRICULTURAL NON-WORKING LANDS INITIATIVE (NON-WLI) ORDINANCE
No action taken.  Members received a copy of the Non-Working Lands Initiative Ordinance with proposed revisions.  Vicky Van Vonderen asked the members to review and come prepared to discuss and make final revisions at the August 14, 2013, meeting.
SCHEDULE OF DEPOSITS AND FINES FOR MUNICIPAL COURT/SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
No action taken.
WIND SITING UPDATE
No action taken.
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DISTRIBUTION OF CORRESPONDENCE

Members received a copy of an article dated July 16, 2013, from the Journal Sentinel, discussing cell tower siting regulations that were changed under the state budget.  Chairman Coenen suggested this issue be discussed at the next meeting.
FUTURE MEETINGS
The Planning Commission will meet on August 14, 2013, and September 24, 2013, at   7 p.m. at the Rockland Town Hall.  

PUBLIC INPUT FOR WHICH NO ACTION WAS TAKEN
None
ADJOURNMENT

M/M by Vicky Van Vonderen to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Lee Anderson.  Motion passed by voice vote 6-0.  Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.
Jann Charette
Town Clerk

Minutes approved as written/with corrections (strike one) by Bob Coenen, Chairman of the Rockland Planning Commission on July 17, 2013.

Bob Coenen, 

Planning Commission Chairman
7/24/2013 9:26 AM
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