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PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes from Tuesday, August 27, 2013 

Chairman Coenen called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  Sue Zeamer was excused from the meeting.  All other members were in attendance.  Dennis Cashman was also present.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting was properly noticed.  Chairman Coenen then presented the agenda.
Clerk Charette provided the August 14, 2013, meeting minutes to all members.
Three amendments were suggested: 1) on page 2, 1.b. change “can” to “may”; 2) on page 2, subsection 4, add (Sub. E) to end of sentence; and 3) on page 3, under REVISION to SEC 01-01.05, change “demotion” to “demolition on first line.
M/M by Randy Hansen to approve the August 14, 2013, meeting minutes as amended; seconded by Terry Vertz.  Motion passed by voice vote 6-0.

FIRE SIGN UPDATE

Randy Hansen provided a written report to the Commission to be provided to the Town Board for its September 3, 2013, meeting.  The Commission reviewed the written report.  Hansen also distributed a sample of the red/white and yellow/black fire sign from Rent-A-Flash.   
AGRICULTURAL NON-WORKING LANDS INITIATIVE (NPWLI) ORDINANCE
Members received a copy of the current Non-Working Lands Initiative Ordinance with proposed revisions from Aaron Schuette.  This Ordinance will be renamed “Agricultural Non-Participating Working Lands Initiative (NPWLI).”  Members also received copies of General Agricultural ordinances from Ledgeview and Morrison.  
After review and discussion, Vicky Van Vonderen will redraft the ordinance in accordance with the following recommended changes:

“Intent section” to be revised to read: “The intent of this zoning district is to provide locations in the Town that are predominantly agricultural in nature.  Uses within this zoning district must be considered agricultural uses or otherwise consistent with agricultural use.”  
Under “Permitted Uses”- 1) require subsections (c) commercial feedlots, (j) fur farms, (k) game farms, (l) game preserves, and (z) wildlife sanctuaries to be conditional uses; 

2) Remove subsections (f) egg production, (p) keeping of domestic animals, (q) livestock facilities, (v) participating in milk production, (w) placing lands in federal programs in return for payments in kind 
3) Move subsection (r) manure storage facilities to “Accessory Uses.”

4) Add “Riding Academies and Stables of less than 25 animal units”

Under “Conditional Uses”- 1) eliminate subsection (g) outdoor gun or archery ranges because it is located in Community Business District and eliminate (j) quarries, sand, and gravel pits since it is allowed in Heavy Industrial District, eliminate subsection (m) uses consistent with agricultural uses;  2) combine subsections (a) artificial lakes and (h) ponds since they are similar; 3) revise subsection (f) to read “wind energy facilities; 4) revised subsection (k) to read “riding academies and stables for 25 or more animal units”; 5) add language “additional activities as approved by the Town Board.”
Under “Accessory Uses”- eliminate subsection (a) Boarding of less than ten animal units
Minimum Lot Size will be added to read “Parcels in the Non-Participating Working Lands Initiative (NPWLI) zoning district shall have a minimum area of twenty-five (25) acres.”
Height regulations should add a section “Farm Structures:  60 feet maximum.”

M/M by Vicky Van Vonderen to approve revisions to NPWLI Ordinance and then send revised draft to Aaron Schuette for further review and then to Town Board for further action; seconded by Glen Schwalbach.  Motion passed by voice vote 5-0 with Glen Schwalbach abstaining.
PUBLIC INPUT FOR WHICH NO ACTION WAS TAKEN
None
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DISTRIBUTION OF CORRESPONDENCE

Glen Schwalbach stated that Attorney Rossmeissl has made some recommendations regarding the revised Wind Ordinance and other matters.  The Wind Ordinance will be revised in accordance with the recommendations and will be provided to the Commission for review at the September 24, 2013, meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

M/M by Lee Anderson to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Vicky Van Vonderen.  Motion passed by voice vote 6-0.  Meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.
Jann Charette
Town Clerk

Minutes approved as written/with corrections (strike one) by Bob Coenen, Chairman of the Rockland Planning Commission on September 24, 2013.

Bob Coenen, 

Planning Commission Chairman
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