Town Board Meeting Minutes

July 15, 2013 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order by Chairman Cashman at 7:35 p.m.

Adjourned at 9:04 p.m.
The Clerk, Treasurer, and all Town Board members were present.  Also present were Terry Vertz, Rachel Johnson, Dan & Wanda Wanie, Bob Gerbers, Edwin Schuh, Norman Nance, Denis Roznowski, Gonzalo Hernandez.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting was properly noticed; the agenda was presented after the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Approval of Minutes from July 1, 2013 Public Hearing- Amendment of Chapters 18-01.17, 18-01.18, 18-01.20 & 18-01.21, Rockland Code of Ordinances.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to approve the July 1, 2013,  Public Hearing minutes as presented; seconded by Supervisor Vicky Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Approval of Minutes from July 1, 2013 Regular Town Board Meeting
M/M by Chairman Cashman to approve the July 1, 2013, minutes as presented; seconded by Supervisor Vicky Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
Request from Gonzalo Hernandez, to rezone Parcel R-240-2, 1689 Mar-El Road, from ER-5 to B-2
Chairman Cashman explained that a public hearing had been held prior to this meeting.  Applicant, Gonzalo Hernandez, requested that R-240-2 be rezoned from Rural Residential ER-5 to Community Business B-2.  Applicant stated that intent in the first phase is to construct a 30’ x 96’ greenhouse to grow vegetables year round on the seven acre parcel along with grapes.  Chairman Cashman explained that the request to rezone the parcel to B-2 is consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  Additionally, it is a nonconforming lot that can become conforming by changing to B-2 to construct the commercial greenhouse.  It was determined that this request is a good fit for the land in light of its location next to the apple orchard.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to approve request to rezone Parcel, R-240-2, from Rural Residential ER-5 to Community Business B-2; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

Request from Gonzalo Hernandez, for a conditional use permit to construct a commercial greenhouse on Parcel R-240-2, 1689 Mar-El Road
A public hearing was held tonight on this matter prior to the Town Board meeting.  Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to construct a 30’ x 96’ commercial greenhouse on Parcel R-240-2 along with an addition to the existing building.  The greenhouse will have water and electricity and will be used to grow produce and vegetables year round.    Grape vines will also be planted in the spring of 2014.  Applicant explained that it takes four years for the vines to mature and produce grapes.  Applicant stated that possibly the excess from the greenhouse will be sold in three years.
Supervisor Van Vonderen explained that due to the uncertainty of Applicant’s plan, the conditional use permit could be granted for a certain period of time and then reviewed thereafter.   Bob Gerbers explained that a conditional use permit could be set for a term and then renewed thereafter at no additional cost to the Applicant.  Bob Gerbers stated that the conditional use permit should address parking and signage, egress, exiting, handicap accessibility, bathrooms, no employees, and then adjust as the business expands.

Discussion took place on setting a term on the conditional use permit.  Supervisor Van Vonderen explained that the Town and Applicant can always meet before the three years expire if the proposed use changes or expands.
 M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to approve the request for a conditional use permit to construct a commercial greenhouse on Parcel R-240-2, 1689 Mar-El Road, with the following conditions 1) the conditional use permit is granted for a term of three years commencing on July 15, 2013, to be reviewed thereafter by Town Board with waiver of required fee and public hearing; 2) the property is always in compliance with local, county and state regulations; 3) that no livestock is permitted on the property; 4) no employees are permitted on the property; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Request to waive town hall rental and fee for Rockland Craft Sale
Request made by Barb Zambon to waive town hall rental agreement and fee for Annual Rockland Craft Sale to take place on October 11, 2013, and October 12, 2013.  Proceeds of sale are applied to Rockland Newsletter.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to waive fee for Rockland Craft sale.  Supervisor Schwalbach seconded.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Razing Orders- 

3912 Marilyn Ley Drive-

Supervisor Schwalbach received call from neighbor of family who experienced fire at 3912 Marilyn Ley Drive approximately two weeks ago. Discussion was had on whether Town of Rockland should issue a razing permit if the structure is inhabitable.  Some insurance companies require municipalities to issue a razing permit before it will settle with the owner.    

Bob Gerbers clarified that a razing permit is really a demolition permit.  Gerbers stated that he would not issue a razing order.  Gerbers is not qualified to determine whether a truss is safe enough to build on after a fire.  Gerbers stated that he would not condemn the property.  It is still under investigation.  
Chairman Cashman agreed with Bob Gerbers that he is not qualified to determine if the building is safe to rebuild on.  Chairman Cashman stated that was the responsibility of the insurance company to hire someone to make that determination.  Additionally, it had only been two weeks since the fire.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to take no action on 3912 Marilyn Ley Drive and should be left between the property owner and the insurance company to work out; seconded by Chairman Cashman.  Motion passed unanimously.
2451 County Trunk ZZ

A call was received inquiring whether a demotion permit was required for the home that was destroyed by the fire and they were informed that it was required.  There has been one complaint made by a neighbor on the property.  No other communication or contact has been received on the property.  
Chairman Cashman recommended that if this type of situation arises in the future, the Town Board would need a formal report from the fire inspector or fire department before making any determinations on what to do on such properties.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to take no action on 2451 County Truck ZZ and should be left between the property owner and the insurance company to work out; seconded by Chairman Cashman.  Motion passed unanimously
Reports/Updates:

a.
Building and Zoning report.

i. Six permits were issued in June for a total of $4,433.60 received.  
ii. McCutchin will attend the July 17, 2013, Planning Commission meeting.  Bob Gerbers explained that building permit/driveway fee cannot be collected until conditional use permit is issued for the pond.

b.
Working Lands Initiative report


Supervisor Van Vonderen explained that she and Clerk Charette met with Aaron Schuette.  Based upon information provided to him, he will be making changes to Rockland zoning maps.  A revised map will be presented to Planning Commission and then forwarded to Town Board with recommended changes.  The draft map and draft ordinance will then be sent to DATCP for preliminary approval.

c.       Chairman’s Report


Chairman Cashman explained that Dick’s Lawn Care had completed cutting the ditches.  Dick’s will work on cutting grass along guardrails on the four bridges and Sportsman’s road.  Additionally, Carter’s Excavating will be surveying the roads and filling any potholes that have come back.
A bill has been sent to both Horizon Dairy and Gold Dust Dairy to pay for the damages to Tetzlaff Road.  They are required to pay Scott Construction directly.

c. Wind Siting Update
Town of Morrison has put the new ordinance on hold and will stay with their old ordinance for now.

Supervisor Schwalbach also informed the Board that he had discussions with a government official to seek funding for epidemiological studies from the National Energy Laboratory.  
Cash Flow Analysis

Clerk Charette provided updated cash flow analysis report to board members which represented expenses and income generated in June.  Payments for construction costs will be made in late July, September and October.
Announcements/Distribution for Correspondence

Chairman Cashman reminded everyone of the Greenleaf Fire Department this Sunday; Clerk Charette read the letter received from Governor Walker; Clerk Charette also provided the Board a copy of the announcement of the Flood Insurance workshop being put on by the WTA and a brochure from Brown County regarding the Housing Rehabilitation program; Clerk Charette also explained a letter from Brown County Highway stating the administrative fee for the bridge fund program; Supervisor Schwalbach provided a brochure on the Fox River Recreational Trail; he also announced that there will be a workshop on finances by WTA in Green Bay on September 19.
Clerk Charette received a letter from a resident asking whether residents can submit articles on their business to be printed in the newsletter.  It was determined that no articles from businesses outside of the Town should be allowed in the newsletter and that no one had ever inquired or asked to do so in the past.
Items for future meetings
August 5th- Public Hearing- conditional use permit; August 19th- review of revised zoning map and review of non-participating working land ordinance.
Public comment
Dan Wanie, 3221 Eiler Road, filed another letter of complaint regarding the Frank Calaway property.  Mr. Wanie explained that Mr. Calaway is parking garbage trucks on road in front of his property.
Chairman Cashman stated that he had discussion with Mr. Calaway and informed him he needed to make changes.  Chairman Cashman urged Mr. Wanie to contact the Brown County Sheriff’s Department when violations are occurring.  It was recommended that someone from the town meet with Mr. Calaway and Mr. Wanie to discuss this issue.
Adjournment
M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to adjourn; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Jann B. Charette,
Town Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Board on August 5, 2013.

Dennis J. Cashman
Town Chairman
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