Public Hearing Minutes

Monday, July 15, 2013 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order by Chairman Cashman at 6:45 p.m.

Adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

The Clerk, Treasurer, and all Town Board members were present together with Applicant, Gonzalo Hernandez, Bob Gerbers, Edwin Schuh and Jerry Vanelzen.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting was properly noticed and published.  Chairman Cashman read the agenda and opened the record.
REQUEST TO REZONE PARCEL R-240-2, 1689 MAR-EL ROAD FROM ER-5 TO B-2
Chairman Cashman explained that the parcel is presently zoned ER-5 residential and that Applicant, Gonzalo Hernandez, has requested that the parcel be rezoned to Community Business B-2.  It was further explained that the lot is nonconforming since the home had burned down and not been rebuilt.  
Applicant expressed some concern over the parcel being rezoned B-2 since it was recommended by the Planning Commission that he not be allowed to have livestock on the property but after such meeting he did understand the responsibility involved in the care of such animals. Applicant also asked how much his taxes would increase.  It was explained to Applicant that the property is assessed based upon the use of the property and that the addition of the 30’ x 96’ greenhouse will increase taxes.  Supervisor Van Vonderen recommended that he contact Bob Taicher, Town Assessor, to determine an exact amount.  
Applicant also asked whether another permit would be required in a few years if he added a business or made changes in the future.  It was explained that a conditional use permit could be set for a specific term that would allow both Applicant and Town Board to meet in the future to discuss such changes.  Applicant also questioned whether another permit was necessary if he added another building.  It was explained that any time an addition, remodel or new building is constructed; Bob Gerbers needs to be contacted for a permit and will need a blueprint of the construction project.
REQUEST FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO BUILD A COMMERCIAL GREENHOUSE ON PARCEL R-240-2, 1689 MAR-EL ROAD

Applicant is requesting a conditional use permit to build a 30’ x 96’ commercial greenhouse on gravel on the parcel.  Applicant explained that the steel frame of the greenhouse will be dug 3.5 feet into the ground.  Bob Gerbers explained that the blueprint of the greenhouse will have to show the snow and wind load calculations and can be obtained from the manufacturer.  Applicant further explained that the greenhouse will have electricity and water.  It is Applicant’s intent to grow vegetables and produce in the greenhouse year round as well as grow grapes on the property.  Applicant intends to donate extra to church and possibly sell grapes to local winery in the future.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
Clerk Charette read the two separate motions from the Planning Commission minutes dated June 18, 2013, 
regarding the request to rezone and grant a conditional use permit for Parcel R-240-2, which are herein incorporated by reference.
PUBLIC INPUT
None

CLOSED THE RECORD

M/M by Chairman Cashman to close the record; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
ADJOURNMENT

M/M by Chairman Cashman to adjourn; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  Hearing adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Jann Charette
Town Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Board on Monday, August 5, 2013.

Dennis J. Cashman
Town Chairman
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