Town Board Meeting Minutes

September 3, 2013 at the Rockland Town Hall

Called to order by Chairman Cashman at 7:38 p.m.

Adjourned at 9:40 p.m.
The Clerk, Treasurer, and all Town Board members were present.  Also present were Terry Vertz, Rachel Johnson, Dan Wanie, Bob Gerbers, Randy Hansen, Deb Gilles, Bruce Gilles, Joyce Smith, Tim Smith, Rick McCutchin, David Zeamer, Joe Daul, Lee Anderson, Steve Gander.  Clerk Charette verified that the meeting was properly noticed; the agenda was presented after the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Approval of Minutes from August 19, 2013 Regular Town Board Meeting
M/M by Chairman Cashman to approve the August 19, 2013, minutes as presented; seconded by Supervisor Vicky Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 3-0.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to consider items # 6 & #7 on the agenda and then return to item #5 thereafter; motion seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 3-0.

Requirement of fire signs in RR-1, ER-2, ER-5, ER-10, AG-FP, and non-WLI Districts

On behalf of the Planning Commission, Randy Hansen provided a report to the Board recommending that it create a subcommittee called the Fire Sign Working Group to address the need for fire signs in the Town.  The Fire Sign Working Group would consist of a minimum, two Planning Commission members, one Town Board member and the Town Clerk.

Clerk Charette read a portion of the minutes from the August 14, 2013, Planning Commission meeting which are herein incorporated by reference, which pertained to fire signs.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to open meeting to the public; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote 3-0.

Chief Joe Daul, Greenleaf Fire Department, stated that Rockland is one of the only towns in the area that does not have fire signs.  At night, it is difficult for responding personnel to find a structure.  These reflective fire signs make it easier for the responding fire departments to find the property.  He has no preference on color just that it be reflective.

Dave Zeamer, Morrison Fire Department stated that it does not matter where the sign is located on the property just that there be consistency in the location throughout the town.

Both departments stated that they would support the Town of Rockland if they decided to apply for a FEMA fire prevention grant.

M/M by Chairman Cashman to return to regular business; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote 3-0.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to authorize the Planning Commission to continue the fire sign project and to establish a Fire Sign Working Group consisting, at a minimum, two members of the Planning Commission, one member of the Town Board, and the Town Clerk; seconded by Chairman Cashman.  Motion passed unanimously 3-0 by voice vote.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to authorize Randy Hansen and the Town Clerk to apply for the FEMA Fire Prevention Grant; seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously 3-0 by voice vote.
Request from Rick McCutchin, for an after-the-fact conditional use permit to construct a man-made pond on Parcel R-440-18, 5365 Sundust Court
Chairman Schwalbach recused himself from the Board meeting at this time.
Chairman Cashman noted that a public hearing was held tonight on this matter prior to the Town Board meeting.  Applicant, Rick McCutchin, is requesting an after-the-fact conditional use permit for a man-made pond that he constructed on the parcel in 2006.  Chairman Cashman noted that the three major issues raised at the public hearing were:
1) Whether setback of pond from the roadway is met
2) Whether the location of the proposed swale/outflow should flow east or northeast from the pond
3) Whether the pond will affect the drainage easement on the north side of property located between Smith and McCutchin properties

Chairman Cashman noted that a Moonriver Estate plat map was located in the Town Clerk’s office.  It denotes a drainage easement to the north of the property between McCutchin and Smith properties that is 30 feet wide (15 feet on each property) and flows east into the ravine.

M/M by Vicky Van Vonderen to open the meeting to the public; seconded by Chairman Cashman.  Motion passed unanimously 2-0 by voice vote.

Bob Gerbers, Zoning Administrator, recommended 1) that the swale be maintained to keep high water level one (1) foot below the lowest elevation of the top edge of the pond; 2) the natural flow from the swale is northeasterly and the location of the swale should be determined by Applicant; and that 3) an alternative to the recommended five “No Trespassing” signs required by the Planning Commission would be to have the signs placed only on the corners of the property as long as they are visible.
Applicant stated that he hopes to build a home at the end of the driveway with the back of the home facing the west side of the property.

Discussion was had regarding “No Trespassing” signs.  These were required by Planning Commission because there is no home on the property and were requested for safety purposes to alert individuals that something was there.  Deb Gilles, 5364 Sundust Court, commented that she has not seen kids running across Applicant’s property and does not believe there is a significant safety concern.

M/M made by Chairman Cashman to return to regular meeting; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion passed unanimously 2-0 by voice vote.

Applicant verified that the real estate taxes have not been paid for this year.  He further stated that it is his intent to have the swale installed by an outside contractor by October 1, 2013.  Applicant and Tim Smith are willing to work together to improve the drainage easement so that the low spots on Smith’s property will drain appropriately.

M/M by Supervisor Van Vonderen to table final action on the permit until November 4, 2013, Town Board meeting to allow : 1) Applicant to construct the swale/outflow of pond by October 1, 2013; 2) Applicant to work with Tim Smith and Chairman Cashman to make improvements to adjoining drainage easement; 3) Applicant to pay the outstanding real estate taxes on the property by November 1, 2013; and 4) Town to obtain legal advice regarding “No Trespassing” signs recommendation; seconded by Chairman Cashman.  Motion passed unanimously 2-0 by voice vote.
Supervisor Schwalbach rejoined the Board meeting at this time.
Reports/Updates:

a.
Planning Commission report.

Clerk Charette read and provided a draft of the minutes from the August 27, 2013, meeting to the Board.
b. Building and Zoning Report

i. Bob Gerbers provided his August report to the Town Board.  There was a total of $7261.00 received for seven issued permits.
ii. Gerbers also reported to the Town Board that he viewed the Frank Calaway property last week.  At that time, the dumpsters had been moved but the light had not been.  Gerbers will inspect the property again next week. Chairman Cashman stated that a letter has been received from Mr. Calaway’s attorney which will be forwarded to the Town attorney for a response.
iii. Gerbers provided a draft of a proposed demolition permit form to be used by the Town in the future.  Currently, Gerbers has been using the Building/Moving permit form for demolitions which was recently rejected by an insurance company.  There was discussion had by the Board and suggested changes were made.

M/M by Chairman Cashman to approve the Town of Rockland Demolition Permit report with recommended changes which are attached hereto; motion seconded by Supervisor Schwalbach.  Motion passed unanimously 3-0.

c.       Chairman’s Report


Chairman Cashman reported that an 18” culvert has been replaced with a 36” culvert on Sportsman’s Road.  This item will be paid from the Bridge Fund.  A culvert was changed on Old Military Road/Wrightstown Road.  Some ditches have been cleaned out as well by Carter Trucking & Excavating.
Chairman Cashman spoke with Brandy Younger from Brown County.  Brown County will not be matching the bridge aid funds in 2014 because they believe the Town has enough money in its account.  

d.
Working Lands Initiative report


No report.
e. Wind Siting Update
Supervisor Schwalbach met with the town attorney regarding the Wind Energy Ordinance.  Randy Hansen is making changes based upon the recommendations from the attorney.  Supervisor Schwalbach to provide revised draft to Planning Commission at their next meeting.
f. Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Van Dyck reported that the town received its last real estate tax settlement on August 20th of $116,424.01.  She recommended that at the October meeting a resolution be made to balance the budget.
M/M by Chairman Cashman to receive Treasurer’s report; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion passed unanimously 3-0 by voice vote.
Countywide web-based pet licensing program for 2014

Treasurer Van Dyck reported that the county is initiating a web-based pet licensing program which would allow the user to input, track and print reports on all licensed pets in Brown County.  The program provides anyone finding a stray animal with a tag the opportunity to locate the pet’s owner.  The cost is $93/year which would come out of the dog license refund.  
Announcements/Distribution for Correspondence

Chairman Cashman reported on the Implements of Husbandry meeting sponsored by Department of Transportation that he and Supervisor Van Vonderen attended on August 29, 2013, that discussed increasing weight limits for agricultural equipment.  
Supervisor Schwalbach spoke to the Wisconsin Towns Association regarding whether to request a conditional use permit or license for wind turbines.  WTA indicated the town could go either way on this issue.

WTA is working on indexing its articles that are in their monthly report to make it easier for users to find.
Items for future meetings
Articles for the September newsletter; appointment of town board member to Fire Sign Working Group; interview date set for Tuesday, September 17th; Planning Commission meeting changed to September 25, 2013.
Public comment
None
Voucher in payment of bills

M/M by Chairman Cashman to pay the voucher in the amount of $84,080.07, check #8206 through #8229, no voided checks; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 3-0.
Adjournment
M/M by Supervisor Chairman Cashman to adjourn; seconded by Supervisor Van Vonderen.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote 3-0.

All minutes have been taken truthfully and honestly and to the best of my knowledge and ability.

Jann B. Charette,
Town Clerk
Minutes approved as written / with corrections (strike one) by the Town Board on September 3, 2013.

Dennis J. Cashman
Town Chairman
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